
IF YOU CAN'T BEAT 'EM, USE 'EM 
 

(or, I SURRENDER!) 
 

By Ronnie Brancazio 
 

Have you ever found that you spent way too much time and energy trying to 

eliminate an "invasive weed", only to find it coming back stronger and happier 

every year? Me too! 

 

   And then did you look at it and decide that maybe it isn't so "invasive" or even a 

"weed" after all, and you might as well learn to live with it and perhaps even love 

it? Maybe not you, but me for sure! 

 

    This is my tale of surrender to three different enemies that are my new best 

friends. 
 

LESSER  CELANDINE 
    Many years ago I found a few pretty yellow buttercup-like flowers here and 
there in the lawn or garden, and thought they were nice. Each year there were a 
few more and after a while I started to consider them a nuisance and began 

digging them up, which is how I learned that 
they grow from little tubers which multiply 
underground. And how did I get rid of the ones 
I dug up? You guessed it - I put them in the 
compost! I know, I know! Young and stupid! So 
once I spread the compost over my gardens I 
had Celandine everywhere! 
    Every year I would try to get as many tubers 
out as I could while planting my flowers, and 

every year there were more and more. Then came the epiphany: the flowers and 
leaves all fade and disappear by June and they don't interfere with any other 
plants! So what was the problem? Just that I was a "control freak" who had to 
decide what grew and what disappeared? In addition I noticed that in spring 
Planting Fields Arboretum was covered with these cheery little yellow guys, and 
if they could "live and let live" so could I! A little Google research told me that 
was the only way, so that's what I now do. They look gorgeous under the Tulips 
and Daffodils, are a great spring filler in the rock garden (they love sun or shade), 
and then quietly disappear! It took me way too long to figure that one out. 



 VIOLETS 
   This is a similar but slightly different story. Violets are a delight in early spring 

but the leaves do not disappear afterward, but become larger 
and - invasive! However, they do not spread as rapidly as 
Celandine, so I am re-thinking my relationship with them, 
mainly because crawling around and digging things up is a 
lot more challenging (impossible!) than in earlier years. I 
pull a few, leave a few, enjoy a few, and tolerate a few. I just 
dig them from the worst spots, where they interfere with 

special plants. But mostly it's another case of "Live and Let Live". 
 
 

 

ZOYSIA GRASS 
    Another example of me as an ignorant young 
gardener! About 50 years ago I believed an ad for 
"indestructible, low-growing, quickly spreading" 
Zoysia Grass and bought a bunch of plugs which I 
put into my small lawn area. What the ad didn't say 
is that it is a Southern Grass which stays brown all 
winter up here and is slow to green up in the spring. 
Also that "quick spreading" refers more to adjacent 
flower beds than to the lawn itself! 
    All in all, it is a tough grass and I didn't mind the 

winter brown, although it is annoying to have to pull it out of the flower borders. 
Then along came Riva, the puppy that you have heard about because she is 
famous for wrecking the lawn with urine circles, digging deep holes, and running 
around destroying the grass! Because of this, I decided to install 15" pavers 
spaced 6" apart over the lawn area, which looks very nice if I say so myself! At the 
time that I did the job, nothing was growing between the pavers so I began 
planting tough ground covers in the gaps, mainly creeping 
thyme and sempervivum, which is a lot of work and money. And then - guess what? 
- the zoysia began pushing up in the spaces and in many cases overwhelming the 
new plantings. And I thought it was all dead. So now I will stop planting and let 
them all fight it out. The guy who cuts my other grass areas says he can use his 
string trimmer to keep the grass low. Another opportunity for me to wave a 
White Flag and surrender to Mother Nature! 
 

 

 


